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INSPIRATION 
Provide aesthetically pleasing, and

site-integrated design.

Idea of evolving architecture.

Blur the perceptual boundary 
between object and setting. 

Promote a interactive and more 

creative approach to design. 

APPLICATION 
Incorporate mirrors into design to reflect 
surrounding environment. 

Use reflective glass facade materials.  
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GLASS
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Any addition to the skyline must take its 

geographical and topographical context into 

consideration. Therefore architects are 

beginning to utilize mirror-like facade materials 

to reflect the surrounding environment. 

Turninn, a commercial tower designed by PK 

Arkitektar, faces the bay of Reykjavík and the 

mountain Esja across. The building is wrapped 

in a unique skin of solid glass and operable-slot 

glazed panels, which allows the building to 

appear invisible. The building reflects the clouds 

and water, camouflaging it against the 

mountains in the distance, therefore assisting 

in reducing the buildings overall scale. These 

unique open-able-slot panels help to animate 

what would otherwise be flat imposing façades, 

as well as taking advantage of passive 

ventilation.
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MIRROR
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By utilizing mirrors and reflections,  architects 

can design structures that evolve with 

seasonal and daily rhythms, integrating with 

the site while keeping contemporary character.

A polished steel canopy reflects visitors 

walking underneath at this Events Pavilion in 

Marseille’s harbor by UK firm Foster + Partners. 

Supported by eight slender columns, the 

stainless-steel structure stretches over the 

paving to create a sheltered events space in the 

city’s Old Port. Its polished, mirrored surface 

reflects the surrounding port and tapers 

towards the edges, minimizing its profile and 

reducing the structure’s visual impact. The 

hovering mirror both transforms and expands 

the space, and allows pedestrians’ to become 

part of the landscape.
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TRANSPARENCY

INSPIRATION 
Provide daylighting and passive heating 
and cooling.

Blur the lines between interior and exterior
spaces.

Expose the rawness of interiors.

APPLICATION 
Construct commercial buildings as large 
greenhouses. 

Design interiors with transparent and 
translucent materials. 
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GREENHOUSE
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Architects are beginning to design transparent 

structures reminiscent of greenhouses, due to 

the positive qualities that plant-rich environ-

ments bring to the typical office setting. 

The Review Board of Seattle has approved NBBJ’s 

tri-sphere biodome planned for Amazon’s 

Downtown Seattle Headquarters. 

Reaching up to 95 feet, the glass cluster of 

“Spheres” are designed to create an alterna-

tive work environment, containing a jungle of 

mature trees and tropical plants. The revamped 

design will include both private and public areas, 

allowing anyone to “experience the Spheres close 

up.” A total 18,000 square-feet of retail space will 

be included within the Spheres’ lush interior, in 

addition to a dog park, walkway and open field 

surrounding the exterior. 
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INTERIOR
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Architecture has been greatly influenced by the 

notion of transparency, with numerous 

architects pursuing trends towards 

experimentation in light and space. 

An entirely glass and mirrored interior 

exposes the infrastructure of SOHO’s new 

office building in Shanghai, designed by AIM 

Architecture.  The glass creates a multitude of 

reflections of the sales models and meeting 

rooms, while leaving the original height and 

structure visible, thus creating a ‘double 

reality’ that merges with the stunning views of 

downtown Shanghai. Light and surfaces reflect 

throughout the space, even further diffused 

by translucent mirrors. The main concept is to 

show the customers the actual space, and 

simultaneously adding a layer of luxury. TRANSPARENCY



REPETITION

INSPIRATION 
Look to nature for answers to both 
complex and simple design problems. 

Achieve simplicity in design. 

Strive for resilient structures. 

Embrace new materials and advanced 
technologies.

APPLICATION 
Use nature-influenced geometrical form. 

Design facades with a repetitive architecture 
rhythm. 
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MACRO

 Biomimetic architecture goes beyond using 

nature just as inspiration and instead seeks to 

use nature to solve the problems of a building’s 

function.

		

Hundreds of circular apertures perforate the 

reinforced concrete walls of the Urban Hive 

office tower in Seoul by Korean studio Archium. 

The dotted facade was designed to recreate the 

structural strength of a honeycomb, therefore 

enabling the interior spaces to be largely free 

from supporting structures. The homogeneous 

pattern covers the entirety of the 17-storey box, 

making it difficult to discern the position of the 

different floors and giving the building a

monolithic presence. The round holes not only 

create a contrast with the right angles of the 

surrounding cityscape, they also  create a 

structure able to withstand the movement 

generated by earthquakes.
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MICRO

Architectural rhythm, which utilizes repetition 

of constructive elements or ornaments, helps to 

not only define space, but creates a unique 

character to any building. 

The refurbishment at C_Galera 43, designed by 

CREUSeCARRASC, is a residential building with 

offices for lease. The narrowness of the street 

and the proximity of the neighboring structures 

influenced the architects to design a facade that 

radically transformed the buildings appearance. 

The exterior facade acts as a screen in which 

spaces and boards create a dynamic architectural 

rhythm. The natural wood integrated into the 

facade continues down to meet the ground, 

defining the intermediate space between the 

entrance and the narrow, busy street.
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INSPIRATION 
Push the boundaries of structure and defy 
gravity.  

Activate and shape sidewalk experience.

Strive to be iconic.

Create more square footage by utilizing air 
space. 

APPLICATION 
Reduce the building’s footprint by 
cantilevering portion of the building. 

Use suspended glass, reinforced concrete, 
and steel in designing cantilevered interior 
rooms. 
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EXTERIOR
Cantilevers, where one end is anchored and the 

opposite juts dramatically into space, reduce the 

building’s footprint by ‘floating’ a space above 

existing landscape. This not only defines exterior 

plazas, but is eco-friendly. 

Hörsaalgebäude Osnabrück, a university 

building designed by Benthem Crouwel 

Architects,  is considered the major  hub of the 

entire campus. The building is a large volume of 

three floors with a cutaway at the bottom. The 

incision ensures a strong  relationship with the 

outside area and gives the university building 

a clear, recognizable  entrance.  This carefully 

designed outside area is used for events and 

conferences, and activates the surrounding 

pedestrian sidewalks. 
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CANTILEVER



INTERIOR

Employing a cantilever within an interior atrium 

not only allows usable office space below, but 

creates a dynamic work environment that boosts 

creativity. 

The Headquarters of Nykredit, designed by 

Schmidt Hammer Lassen, is conceived as a 

transparent cube, providing clear visual 

connections with Copenhagen Harbor and 

features a dramatic atrium flooded with natural 

light.  A staircase leads up to the atrium where 

suspended meeting rooms, glass elevators, 

staircases, balconies and walkways create a lively 

working environment. The meeting rooms hang 

50ft above the ground, and are placed inside 

hanging boxes clad in dark polished wood. 
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THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

•	 Schmidt Hammer Lassen architects

•	 FOSTER + PARTNERS

•	 PK ARKITEKTAR

•	 NBBJ

•	 AIM Architecture

•	 Archium

•	 CREUSeCARRASC

•	 Benthem Crouwel Architects


