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INSPIRATION 
Bring life into the city that is typically 
reserved for parks and gardens.

Promotion of Biodiversity. 

Balancing the micro-climate in an 
urban environment. 

To strive for Sustainable design. 

APPLICATION 
Incorporate vertical gardens built on 
solid metal, PVC and non-biodegradable felt 
frames.

Mitigate the build up of toxic gases in the 
environment and help purify the air in the 
urban atmosphere.
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Landscape architects are beginning to use

vertical gardens to reintroduce nature into 

man-made environments.

The deep-framed windows of The Regional 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry by 

French studio Chartier-Corbasson Architectes 

burst through mossy undulating walls beside 

a 100-year old mansion. For the design of these 

green walls, the architects drew inspiration 

from the Japanese-style gardens that surround 

the property. This plinth of living greenery 

creates a link between the new wing, the exist-

ing premises and the gardens and also allows 

for this urban corridor to be vegetated and 

lush.
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With vertical gardens, urban landscape 

architects can provide residents with a private 

landscape within their apartments while 

offering the same advantages of living in a city. 

Bosco Verticale, by Boeri Studio, is a 

high-density tower block that experiments with 

the integration of a lush landscape within the 

facade of the architecture. This Vertical 

vegetation regenerates the lost forests on the 

ground within the inhabitable space of 

buildings. The towers have the capacity to hold 

480 big and medium sized trees, 250 small size 

trees, 11,000 ground-cover plants and 5,000 

shrubs. Living on the facade as they do in the 

wild, the plants and trees filter out dust from 

the air, absorb carbon dioxide and release 

oxygenated air into the atmosphere and living 

quarters.
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INSPIRATION 
Provide aesthetically pleasing, and

site-responsive design.

Connect to a regions local terrain. 

Strive to be efficient, greener, and eco-
nomical.

Limit impact on our environment.

APPLICATION 
Design low-maintenance and drought-tolerant 
gardens and plants.  

Provide regional native plants in landscape 
design. 
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DESERT
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In recent years, many regions have suffered 

through droughts, thus forcing some landscape 

architects to design to limit nonessential water 

use.

The architectural firm assemblageSTUDIO has 

recently completed the tresARCA house, 

designed to thrive in the dry desert outside of 

Vegas. The design of the home creates an exten-

sion of the landscape through the stacking and 

placement of drought tolerant plants, mimicking 

the ecology of the nearby red rock mountains. 

It’s colors, materials, and the architecture seek 

to create a dwelling suited for the trying envi-

ronment.
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From urban developments to rural properties, 

designers are using more sustainable design and 

management techniques, which include the 

expanded use of regional native plants. 

Wheeler Cabin, located in Washington and 

designed by Johnston Architects, is intended to 

blend with the surrounding environment while 

utilizing regional vegetation of the forest. The 

Architects, along with Tall Tree Construction, 

also made use of blown-down trees from storms 

to provide the logs that were milled into the sid-

ing, fascias and trim of the house. The landscape 

architects’ use of native vegetation is not only a 

conservation measure, but is better suited for the 

difficult and unique site. 
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INSPIRATION 
Provide healthier  living environments

A desire to connect with the outdoors.

Strive for space maximization.

Blur the lines between interior and exterior 
spaces.

APPLICATION 
Provide well-designed courtyards that 
directly connect to interior living space.

Blend outside and inside with use of sliding 
doors and interior courtyards. 



RESIDENTIAL
Designers are using landscape design to provide a 

fusion between inside and outside, responding to 

the challenge of keeping privacy without losing 

the views of the outside. 

The Brisas House, designed by Garza Camisay 

arquitectos, is located within a small plot, with a 

central courtyard surrounded by thirty year old 

bamboo. The house’s open windows offer views 

towards this vegetated perimeter, forming a 

continuous green barrier. The L-shaped scheme, 

that integrates the garden with the interior 

space, maximizes the space of the small site.
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RETAIL
Many landscape architects work in 

collaboration with retail architects to create 

outdoor, vegetated usable space. 

Designed for the 2013 Melbourne Food and 

Wine Festival, the Urban Coffee Farm and 

Brew Bar by HASSELL attempts to play on this 

element of intrigue and surprise, creating an 

unexpected landscape in a familiar urban 

setting. The architects’ design brings a jungle 

of coffee trees to the edge of a central 

business district. Approximately 120 coffee trees  

transform the space into a terraced coffee 

farm and abstract, modulated jungle. Along-

side the trees, a collection of shipping contain-

ers, timber pallets and packing crates  provide 

“walls” and seating for the coffee shop. 
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THANK YOU 
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

•	 assemblageSTUDIO

•	 Chartier-Corbasson Architectes

•	 Boeri Studio

•	 Johnston Architects

•	 Garza Camisay arquitectos

•	 HASSELL


